The latest news on developments in the village, from the FCDT Team
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Easter hunt time
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust is holding a Fauldhouse
Easter Hunt this Spring from Wednesday 10 to Monday 15 April 2019.

The event is aimed at primary school aged
children, so if you would like to take part in the
Fauldhouse Easter Hunt, why not pick up a
clue sheet from The Hub between 10 and 15 April?
Entry costs £1 per clue sheet/per child. It’s during the
school’s Spring holidays so why not get out and about with
the children?
When you have picked up your entry sheet from The Hub,
you can then hunt around Fauldhouse looking for clues.
Once you have found all the Spring clues, answered the
questions and completed your sheet, hand it back into The
Hub and you will receive an Easter prize.
Please hand in your finished sheet before 3pm Monday
15 April to claim your prize. So, get hunting!

Easter raffle

You may have also noticed a huge chick in The
Hub’s window (also see photo on page 10). FCDT are
holding a raffle to win her and a large chocolate egg.
Pop in and buy yourself a ticket. The Hub is open on Monday
to Thursday from 8.45am until 4pm and on Friday from
8.45am to 3pm.
For more info contact The Hub, 10 Main Street,
Fauldhouse, EH47 9HX.

Fauldhouse Together is published by the Fauldhouse Community Development Trust, 10 Main Street, Fauldhouse,
West Lothian, EH47 9HX. It has a nominal price of 60p, but is distributed free of charge to local residents. The FCDT is a
Registered Company: SC313776 and a Registered Charity: SC038616.
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Fauldhouse faces

Burns Night quizzers

Girls aloud

Photos: Albert Mancini

A ‘ladies only’ night in St John the Baptist
parish hall Fauldhouse raised £1,000 for local
businessman Gerry Gallacher’s charity the Lord
Grace Orphanage in Uganda.

An enthusiastic turnout at Greenburn clubhouse
for the Burn’s Night Trivia Quiz fundraiser in
aid of Fauldhouse Children’s Gala Day.

A further £350 was donated to Cathy Bryce’s defibrillator
appeal in memory of George Aitchison.
A great night for Mary Stewart, Heather Goldie and all
their helpers and friends. Brilliant job!

A committed committee

Behind every club or organisation there is a hard
working committee and Fauldhouse United FC is
no different.
The FUFC’s committee work behind the scenes to
provide the club’s administration, prepare the park,
organise the weekly lottery and bingo, kit laundry,
licensed bar and visitors hospitality (not forgetting pies
and Bovril for the supporters).
They are members of the SJFA’s East Region Super
League travelling to Perth, Dundee and Fife. Their
closest fixture is Whitburn Juniors FC.
The club was founded in 1919 and will hold a
centenary dinner in September to celebrate this special
anniversary.
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Thanks to the lively, evergreen and articulate Brian
McGlinchey for researching the questions and
sourcing the array of prizes.
The winners this time round was Cambusneathan Golf
Club. Well done!

Budding boxer talent
Fauldhouse Amatuer Boxing Club is still in full
swing with coach Colin ‘Peely’ McNeil the
ex-professional Scottish welterweight
champion, Steven Henderson and Michael
McGregor.

Junior training nights for both boys and girls (aged
7-11) are held on Wednesdays and Fridays from
6-30pm. New members are welcome to join the club
at the Park View gym.

Gala Day fun and games
This year’s Fauldhouse
Children’s Gala Day will
be held on Saturday 8
June 2019.
Fingers crossed for great
weather this year.
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Feeling younger than ever

Amateurs quiz night

The Young at Heart Club goes from strength to
strength with membership now in excess of 100
regulars.

A large crowd attended the quiz night in the
Commercial Inn on the 22 February in aid of
Fauldhouse Amateurs FC.
Quiz master for the evening was Paul Swan. There
were no winners on this occasion so a rematch date
will be announced.

Weekly meetings take place every Monday 1.30-3pm in
the Bield Association, Blackfaulds Court, Fauldhouse.
The group’s recent outings have included visiting Glasgow
theatres, venue ‘Wild Cabaret’, Lanark, Millport, Largs
and Dundee as well as social evenings in the local Miners
Welfare club. More outings are planned for the spring and
summer sessions.

Thanks to everyone for supporting a great evening of
entertainment plus thanks also to Katie and the bar
staff in the Commercial Inn.

Fundraising evening for children’s charity

Greenburn Golf Club was the venue for the
Hosanna House and Children’s Pilgrimage
Trust’s HCPT fundraiser for this year’s trip to
Lourdes.
A packed evening in the clubhouse raised a
tremendous £1664 to help five special needs children
fly to Lourdes from Edinburgh on the 20 April for a
week long stay in France.
Group Leader Mary Mallon thanked everyone who
donated money, prizes and supported the project along
the way, also Greenburn Golf Club for the use of their
facilities.

Ten years of Fauldhouse
Monday Club
The Fauldhouse Monday Club, now into its tenth
year, with a membership of 108 meet every Monday
afternoon at 1pm in Fauldhouse Miners Welfare
Club.
The group have recently organised visits to places
of interest including Ayr, Perth, Stirling and Glasgow
shopping centres – Braehead and The Forge.
Some members are also preparing to visit the Royal
Alexander Hotel in Blackpool on 6 May. We’re sure they’ll
have a great time.
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Local rail line and
station improvements
Fauldhouse residents will be pleased to hear that
Network Rail has recently reached a milestone
on the Shotts Line electrification project. The
first electric train completed a number of
successful test runs on the newly upgraded
route.

Like us on Facebook

Photo: Network Rail

Fauldhouse is watching

Electrification should transform travel on the line
between Glasgow and Edinburgh. It should increase
seat numbers, shorten journey times, cut emissions and
reduce noise by introducing more modern and greener
trains to the improved route.
With the electrification of the line itself complete, work
is ongoing at a number of station platforms to create
step free access for all (including at the station in
Fauldhouse). This is something Fauldhouse residents
will be delighted about as step free access to both
platforms at Fauldhouse has been long awaited.
The project is due to be complete by the end of
March.

Ryan Scott originally set up Fauldhouse Watch in
2016 but unfortunately, due to a lack of appetite
at the time, it was dissolved in the summer of
2017. Last year Ryan worked behind the scenes
on bringing Fauldhouse Watch back, including
setting up a new Fauldhouse Watch Facebook
page.
Over 1000 people have looked at the page with many
wanting to sign up to the watch due to the increased
crime and anti social behaviour in the area.
A meeting was held on 13 March 2019 in Fauldhouse
Partnership Centre to setup the watch proper. Around 40
residents attended, the group was constituted and a new
committee formed.
With the help of the people of Fauldhouse, this can
become a safer community which can work alongside
the agencies to make
sure Fauldhouse
is safe. Details of
further meetings will
be posted on the
Facebook page.
Fauldhouse Watch is
part of Neighbourhood
Watch Scotland and
apart from dealing
with crime, can hold
local community and
fundraising events.
For more information on Neighbourhood
Watch Scotland please visit www.
neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk or find
Fauldhouse Watch on Facebook. Fauldhouse Watch
Coordinator Ryan Scott can also be contacted on
07400 384 761.
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Foodbank fundraiser fun
The Trivia Quiz Night on 1 March in St John the
Baptist hall raised a brilliant £327.50 in aid of the
Foodbank Appeal. A big thank you to all who
supported the evening and for the donations of
much needed groceries.

Fauldhouse online
community calendar
Have a look at FCDT’s community calendar at
www.fauldhouse.org.uk/fcdtevents to see what
community events are happening in Fauldhouse.

The West Lothian Foodbank has helped people in crisis
since opening in 2012. The first distribution centre was
opened by Whitburn Pentecostal Church, converting
what was the public toilets in Whitburn into a warehouse
and office.
Since then West Lothian Foodbank has partnered with
other local churches to open distribution centres all
across West Lothian. The aim is to be able to provide
help in easy reach of everyone in West Lothian.
West Lothian Foodbank has four paid staff, over 200
volunteers, 10 distribution centres, a warehouses and
a charity shop, providing funds to pay for premises and
staff.
Since opening the Foodbank
has supplied three meals a
day for three days to 25,769
people, which is a minimum
of 231,921 meals.

It lists the selection of groups, events and activities on
at The Hub, the Eastfield Development Centre and
includes a variety of events taking place in venues
around Fauldhouse over the coming months.
If you want to ensure your organisation’s event
is listed on the website, please contact lesley.
dunsmore@fauldhouse.org.uk

A further defibrillator installed in
Fauldhouse
Photo: Catherine Bryce

Great news that a further new defibrillator has been installed on the side
of The Grange pub, Main Street, Fauldhouse. It is available 24 hours a day
for everyone to access in the event of an emergency.
A huge thanks to Craig Brown and his staff from Smarter Electrical Solutions for
taking time out their day to install it which was very much appreciated. Thanks also
to Alba Care Ltd for providing the defibrillator.
Once again the Bryce and Aitchison families would like to thank everyone
who has donated over the last year to enable them to get these vital pieces of
lifesaving equipment available in the village.

Why not advertise in Fauldhouse Together?

FCDT is a charity and currently funds the production of ‘Fauldhouse Together’ quarterly with the
help of local advertisers.
Currently approx 2,300 copies of Fauldhouse Together are printed and delivered to every home in
Fauldhouse. We offer advertising space to local businesses and organisations (see prices below).
If you are interested in placing an advert in Fauldhouse Together, or just wish to discuss the
possibilities, please contact Lesley on 01501 773 699 or email lesley.dunsmore@fauldhouse.org.uk
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Eastfield Development Centre
Eastfield Road, Fauldhouse, EH47 9LE. Call 01501 773 699. You can also follow EDC on
twitter @eastfieldcentre and like EDC on facebook at facebook.com/eastfieldcentre.

Eastfield Development
Centre space for hire
The Eastfield Development Centre on Eastfield Road
delivers a wide range of activities and we have space
available to rent.
The building contains flexible space including a large hall, meeting
room, small kitchen and changing facilities.
• Are you interested in running a class but need a venue?
• Do you have an idea for an activity that you would like to see
in Fauldhouse?
If you would like details or to view the facilities, please contact
us on 01501 773 699 or e-mail info@fauldhouse.org.uk

Tai Chi sessions

FCDT has been working with local residents for
some time in trying to bring a mining tribute to the
Village Green.

The Eastfield Development Centre was delighted
to be able to host a short six week course of Tai
Chi in the weeks running up to Christmas.

After a great deal of hard work all the funding has now
been secured to deliver this long awaited project.

The sessions provided an introduction to the deep
breathing, relaxation and flowing movements associated
with Tai Chi. Attendees were given one to one tuition by
one of our talented Timebank members.

Photos: Paul Renwick

Mining Tribute

Interviews are currently taking place to appoint an artist
who will be responsible for creating the artwork. The
artist will be conducting workshops with the local schools
and community groups during April and May to help in
developing the design.

If you have an idea for a class or activity that you
would like to run at the Eastfield Development
Centre, please contact 01501 773 699 or e-mail
info@fauldhouse.org.uk.

It is anticipated that this piece of artwork celebrating
the mining community will be on the Village Green
by the end of 2019.
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Eastfield
Development
Centre cont.

Paracise

Paracise is a gentle workout class that flows
through movements designed to improve
flexibility and balance.
The class is held weekly on Mondays in the
Eastfield Development Centre from
10.30-11.15am. All classes are £3 per person or
free to Xcite POL and Premier Members. New
members always welcome.
For more information, please contact Avril
Clerkson on 01506 237 950.

Fauldhouse linking local
groups together

Representatives attended from the Community
Development Trust, local churches, older peoples
organisations, those working with children in the village,
including local schools, West Lothian Council and Health
Practitioners in Fauldhouse.
It was agreed that meetings should be held every
other month at The Hub and the next one will take
place towards the end of April. If you would like any
information about this group, please contact info@
fauldhouse.org.uk or tel 01501 773 699.
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The Levenseat Trust was established in 1997 in
order to take advantage of the Landfill Tax Credit
Scheme. The Trust was founded on the initiative
of Levenseat Limited, waste management
business with landfill and recycling operations
based near Forth.
The Trust is an approved
body for the Scottish Landfill
Community Fund, a registered
charity and regulated by SEPA.
The fund can be distributed
anywhere in Scotland and is
managed by a board of volunteer Directors.
Levenseat can help fund:• reclamation, remediation, restoration or other
operation on land to facilitate economic, social or
environmental use,
• community based recycling, re-use and waste
prevention projects,
• provision, maintainenance or improvement of a
public park or amenity,
• conservation or promotion of biological diversity
through the provision, conservation, restoration
or enhancement of a natural habitat or the
maintenance or recovery of a species in its
natural habitat,
• maintenance, repair or restoration of a building,
other structure or a site of archaeological interest
which is a place of religious worship, a site of
historic or architectural or archaeological interest
and open to the public,
• and the provision of financial, administration and
other similar services to projects
Photos: Levenseat Trust

Last month a number representatives from
Fauldhouse groups were invited to come together
for an initial meeting in The Hub. The aim of the
meeting was to discuss ways to further improve
links and communication between the various
organisations in the village.
The meeting was very positive, all those attending
agreeing that the group would be beneficial in order
promote to better working partnerships, sharing and
networking. The name for the group ‘Fauldhouse Links’
was also agreed.

Levenseat Trust

Over the last two years the Levenseat Trust has
awarded £160,000 to projects in Fauldhouse. Projects
funded have included St John the Baptist Church, GRC
Triathlon Club, Knowles Colliery Community Garden,
Fauldhouse United Football Club, Greenburn Golf
Club, Eastfield Development Centre, The Hub (FCDT),
Fauldhouse Miners Welfare and the annual ‘Acorn
Awards’ for local primary schools.
For further information about the Levenseat
Trust and how the Trust can help with funding
for a potential project tel 01501 772 813 or email
levenseattrust@gmail.com
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Trishaw fun
at Christmas

Fauldhouse
and Breich Valley
Timebank

Christmas hampers –
Fauldhouse for Fauldhouse
The Christmas Hamper Team started with a few concerned
members of the community, following a Facebook post by our
Timebank Co-ordinator publishing some shocking food poverty
statistics for Fauldhouse. The individuals asked Timebank to help
and coordinate this idea. The rest is history!

Although extremely cold,
the Trishaw Pilots wanted to
spread some extra special
Christmas Cheer.
One parent quoted afterwards, ‘It
was magical to see the children’s
faces light up as they were handed
a wee sweetie and wished a Merry
Christmas’.

Photo: Mary Szczotka

Photo: Lesley Dunsmore

At The Hub we were amazed
at the donations and generosity
of everyone. The community
support and kindness was truly
humbling and an extremely
emotional time for all involved.
In total there were just under
200 hampers handed in, almost
£600 in cash donations (turned
into butcher’s vouchers),
cinema vouchers, swim
vouchers, salon vouchers,
teddies, toys, gifts and more.
All hampers were delivered in time for Christmas and we hope that this
helped, in a small way to make Christmas that little more special, after
all Christmas is about sharing and caring. This will of course continue
this year and we hope the community shows as much support this
year as you did last year. From us to you… Thank you!

Fauldhouse Reading Village

Timebank loves helping to form new partnerships. This time we
were helping the P7’s at St John the Baptist Primary school with
their Levenseat Acorn Awards project.
The Scottish War Blinded
woodwork team very kindly made
these amazing reading boxes as
a timebank exchange. The P7’s
have now decorated them and
gifted to various organisations
around the village for all to enjoy.
Please do use the reading
boxes, re-fill them if you notice
they are empty and look after
them. We hope they bring
many years of magical reading
memories. ‘Take a Book, Leave
a Book’ or simply read with loved
ones while out and about.
We can’t wait to see you all enjoying these! #fauldhousereadingvillage
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The Pilots visited Fauldhouse
Primary Schools, Sheephouse
Nursery, Fauldhouse Partnership
Centre, the Doctors Surgeries,
Bield Residential Housing,
Crofthead Care Home and of
course up and down Fauldhouse
Main Street wishing everyone a
very Merry Christmas.

Offers
and needs

Timebank has many
Needs and Offers. If you
can help or want further
information, please pop
into The Hub and speak to
Ann or email timebank@
fauldhouse.org.uk
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Fauldhouse
and Breich Valley
Timebank

Timebank’s youngest
and oldest members

Cycling Without Age
Fauldhouse
As a child we all enjoyed cycling, feeling the
wind in our hair… why stop now? The answer
is simple, we don’t have to! The Trishaw is
here and it’s available for all ages. It’s such a
wonderful way to experience the outdoors again
or to have a visit with a difference.

MJ – Timebank offer

Photos: Ann Holloway

Come along and show your support to 16 year old
MJ, Timebank’s youngest member, as he plays piano
to entertain the Bield residents and their guests on
Sundays between 2 and 3pm. He will be playing every
Sunday for approximately three months (until mid May)
for his Duke of Edinburgh award.

Flora – Timebank need

For example, grandparents can invite a family member,
grandchild or friend to join them for a ride. If you have
a disability, whether young or old or you can no longer
enjoy cycling, why not team up with a family member
or a friend and enjoy an adventure? We believe that
everyone has ‘the right to wind in their hair’.
Now that the weather’s getting milder, we want to make
the most of it. We need more Volunteer Trishaw Pilots
and Co-Pilots (a Pilot is the person riding the bike and a
Co-Pilot would cycle in front, leading the way, on a bike).
Can you spare an hour or two during the week,
Monday to Friday during the day? If so, please
contact The Hub on 01501 773699 or email
ann.holloway@fauldhouse.org.uk

Flora who’s turning a fabulous 100 years old in May
this year has had her garden spruced up over the
past few months by Timebank members and the
Skills Centre.

Fundraising from the heart
Thank you so much to everyone that came
along to the British Heart Foundation - Scotland
fundraising event at The Hub at the end of
March.
Refreshments and home baking were available,
tombola, smoothie bikes to make fruit smoothies and
Bathgate Community First Responders were there,
teaching the community valuable life saving skills.

Did you know?
The Trishaw is battery/power assisted. Great for
that little extra pedalling help when needed!
Stay informed
Pop in, call us at
The Hub or like and follow
us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
CWAFauldhouse
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Thanks to all who baked cakes, donated raffle prizes
and to our Take a Break Craft Group for their time
organising this event.
The group raised £234.50 for the British Heart
Foundation. Well done to all involved.
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Bags of help

FCDT staff were delighted to
receive a cheque for £1000
from Tracey Harrison, Tesco
Bathgate Community Champion
who popped into The Hub.

Reg Power:
Tormywheel Windfarm
Development Community Benefit
Funds
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust (FCDT) manages,
administers and distributes, on behalf of REG Power, £10,000 in
Community Benefit Funds each year as part of FCDT’s Small Grants
Programme.

Photo: Mary Szczotka

Constituted community groups
and organisations, with their own
bank accounts, operating within
10km of the Tormywheel Windfarm
Development, can apply for funds
between £250 and £2,000 to cover revenue and/or capital costs. The funds
are available in October/November each year. The funds are easy to access,
and they provide much needed support for local groups and projects.

The Tesco Bags of Help award will
contribute to the annual September
events organised by the FCDT
team.
Thanks to everyone who shopped
in Tesco and voted for FCDT with
their blue tokens.

What came first,
the chicken or
the egg?

The funds are allocated annually to FCDT by REG Power who manage the
Tormywheel Windfarm Development. REG Power are, at present, the only
windfarm development which contributes a portion of the community benefit
funds from the Tormywheel Development, directly to FCDT’s small grant
programme.
The small grants have been extremely popular. For example, this year FCDT
received over £30,000 in funding applications for the £10,000 available.
FCDT feel, that the sheer number of applications we receive highlights the
need and indeed the importance of providing funds locally, for local people,
local groups, projects and community-based initiatives!
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust and REG Power are keen to
make sure that the funds we provide are directly benefiting local people and
local communities. In the two years that FCDT has received the funds from
REG Power, we have funded a wide range of local groups, projects and
initiatives. This includes, Welfare and Benefit Advice, Home start, Bridge
Project, Debt Advice Projects, Health and Well-Being Initiatives, Older
Peoples Groups, Play Groups, Sports Groups, Family Support Groups,
Older Peoples Services, a range of Initiatives which support young people
and their families, and much more!
FCDT would like to be able to fund all of the relevant applications we
receive each year. With this in mind, FCDT will continue to work with our
communities, our partners and the windfarm developments, to identify and
attract additional direct funding that can be allocated locally, to local people,
local groups and to a wide range of our community based projects and
initiatives.

Photo: Ann Holloway

If you would like to know more about the funding, or the work that we
do here at The Hub please contact Julie Smith, Project Manager on
01501 773 699, email julie.smith@fauldhouse.org.uk or pop into the
Hub for a chat.

Contributions to Fauldhouse Together
Tickets available for £1 at The
Hub, 10 Main Street. Pop in for a
chance to win.
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If you have any local information, articles or photos you think would be
of interest and would like included in the next newsletter, please contact
Lesley on 01501 773 699 or email lesley.dunsmore@fauldhouse.org.uk
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Credit Union

The Blackburn, Seafield &
District Credit Union are at The
Hub every Friday from 12noon
to 1pm.

See www.bsdcreditunion.co.uk for further details.

Getting crafty

Blackfaulds Court, Fauldhouse
Group for people age 60+ every Wednesday 2-4pm

‘The Take a Break Craft Group’ meets at the Hub
every Wednesday from 1 to 3pm. The group knits,
crochets, embroiders, really anything crafty you
want to do.
It’s only £2, a lovely relaxing atmosphere with tea, coffee
and biscuits available. If you like crafts, pop along and
join in.
Join us for games, quizzes, crafts, music, talks and much more.

Photo: Ann Holloway

For more info call 01506 815 815

Support your local charity, join
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust
Membership of the Fauldhouse Community Development Trust can show your
commitment to helping us deliver positive, sustainable improvements to your village.
Whether your commitment extends to being simply a supporter of the charity or you want
to get more involved in our events and activities, your membership is very important to us.
Please complete the form below and join up today.
I wish to join Fauldhouse Community Development Trust
Please return your details to FCDT, The Hub, 10 Main Street, Fauldhouse, EH47 9HX.
Name:

Email:

Address:

Would you be interested in becoming a volunteer with the
Fauldhouse Community Development Trust?
Yes/No

Postcode:
Tel:

Would you be happy for us to contact you about any up
and coming events?
Yes/No

All the data we hold is gathered and managed in strict accordance with General Data Protection Regulation 2018. Your personal data will be
treated as strictly confidential, and will be shared only with other organisations to comply with a legitimate interest or a legal obligation ie OSCR
or funders. You can update or have your data removed from our records at any time by sending an e-mail to info@fauldhouse.org.uk
Fauldhouse Together – Issue 41, Spring 2019
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Useful contacts

At The Hub

Scottish Police:
In an emergency call 999
To report a crime call 101

Opening hours

Whitburn Police Station:
01501 740 222
Safety advice from the
Scottish Fire & Rescue:
0800 169 0320

The Hub is open Monday–Thursday from 8.45am to 4.30pm,
Friday from 8.45am to 3pm (plus evenings/weekends as/if
required).

Fauldhouse Art Group are at The Hub Mondays from
1.45–3.45pm. New members welcome.
Timebank ‘Sewing With Sandra’ Group are at The Hub on

West Lothian Foodbank:
01501 229 307

Wednesdays from 10.30am–12pm.

The Food Train:
01506 413 013

from 1–3pm. New members always welcome.

West Lothian
Financial Inclusion Network:
01501 771 775

at 10am. Local walks are moderate and suit most abilities.

Advice Shop Bathgate:
01506 283 000

Take a Break Craft Group are at The Hub Wednesdays
The Fauldhouse Footers leave from The Hub every Thursday
Blackburn, Seafield & District Credit Union are at The Hub
every Friday from 12noon–1pm.

Fauldhouse
Partnership Centre:
01501 773 000

Bridge Money Advice Service are at The Hub on the last
Friday of the month from 12noon–1pm.
For more info contact 01506 238 980.

West Lothian Council:
01506 280 000

WLSEN (West Lothian Social Enterprise Network) have
their office in The Hub. See www.wlsen.org.uk for details or
tel: 01501 773 659

Doctors’ Surgeries:
Lanrigg Practice
01501 773 045
Breich Valley Practice
01501 773 020
Fauldhouse Health
Centre Line:
01501 773 046
Dentist:
01501 773 032

Funders:
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