The latest news on developments in the village, from the F&BV CDT Team

Fauldhouse
Together

It’s that Spring
Hunt time again!

Issue 44, Winter/Spring 2020

The Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Community Development Trust is holding a
Fauldhouse Spring Hunt again this year.
The hunt is aimed at primary
school aged children, so if your
child would like to take part in the
Fauldhouse Spring Hunt, why not
pick up a clue sheet from The Hub
between Thursday 2 April and
Thursday 9 April (from 10am - 2pm)?
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Entry costs £1.50 per clue sheet/per
child. It’s during the school’s Spring
holidays so why not get out and
about with your children?
When you have picked up your entry
sheet from The Hub, you can then
hunt around Fauldhouse looking for
the clues. Once you have found all
the clues, answered the questions
and completed your sheet, please
hand it back into The Hub and you
will receive a chocolate egg.
Hand in your finished sheet before
2pm on Thursday 9 April to claim
your prize. Get hunting!
We are also having a free raffle for the children who take part, to give them the opportunity to win extra goodies. Kids
will be given a raffle ticket when they hand in their completed sheet.
If you need more information, contact F&BV CDT, The Hub, 10 Main Street, Fauldhouse, EH47 9HX.
Tel: 01501 773 699 or email info@fauldhouse.org.uk
Fauldhouse Together is published by the Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Community Development Trust Ltd,
10 Main Street, Fauldhouse, West Lothian, EH47 9HX. It has a nominal price of 60p, but is distributed free of charge to
local residents. The F&BV CDT is a Registered Company: SC313776 and a Registered Charity: SC038616.
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mobile/text:
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web:
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Fauldhouse faces
Inter Club Quiz Night in the ‘Howff’
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Committees from local clubs Armadale Thistle, Whitburn Juniors,
West Calder United and Harthill Royal were invited by hosts
Fauldhouse United to the ‘Howff’ at Park View for a Quiz Night in
December.
Amidst the hilarity and friendly banter, a winner emerged in the form of
Fauldhouse United who narrowly pipped Armadale at the run in to the finish.
Each club will host a quiz night over the next few months, more details later.

Junior
fundraising
talent!

Eyes Down Wednesdays in the Welfare Club
Fauldhouse United FC want to take an opportunity to send a big
‘Thank You’ to all the weekly bingo patrons for your support over
the past year and beyond. We hope you continue to meet up with
Gary, Royce, Perry and Steven every week at 8pm.
FUFC would also like to thank the Welfare Club staff and committee for their
assistance.

Best Wishes for 2020

Falla Hill Primary School P5
pupil, Max, made and sold
poppies raising £261.50 for
Poppy Scotland. His friends
and family are all so proud of
him.
Well done Max. Fauldhouse needs
budding fund raisers like you!

Congratulations
to local ‘Love
Island’ winner

A large turnout for the Hogmanay Party in the Miners Welfare club
enjoyed entertainment from local singer Sheryl Williams.
Before the bells a traditional steak pie feast was served up by ‘Margaret’s
Little Helpers’ (pictured). A big thank you to Mrs Riley and her team for
pulling the celebration night together.
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22 year old Fauldhouse local
and singer, Paige Turley was
recently announced as this
year’s winner of Winter Love
Island.
Paige split her £50,000 prize
winnings with partner Finlay.
Congratulations Paige!
page 2

Fauldhouse Together – Issue 44, Winter/Spring 2020

Double Brit Awards
winner - festive visit back
to Fauldhouse

For the latest info about
F&BV CDT

@FauldhouseCDT

Like us on Facebook
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Summer Fun Day date
for your diary
West Lothian’s chart topper in both the UK and
USA, recent double Brit Award winner, Scottish
Beyonce and local favourite, Lewis Capaldi
dropped into the Grange Bar, Fauldhouse to catch
up with old friends and fellow entertainers before
Christmas.
Grange regulars marked the visit by donating a collection
of £2,000 in aid of the local children’s gala day 2020.

Fauldhouse Bowling Club
memories

Carers of West Lothian are having a Fun Day in
the summer holidays.
The plan is for it to be held on Friday 14 August. Details
to be announced.
More information to follow in the next newsletter!

#Sunday Dinner Lady
The Sunday Dinner Lady is a new not-for-profit
initiative who has been helping struggling families
since early 2020.
Their mission is to help as many families/Individuals as
possible who are struggling whilst bringing families and
friends together for a Sunday Dinner.

To find out more information see facebook
@sundaydinnerlady

Chocolate Egg donations

Do you recognise any familiar faces from this old
Fauldhouse Bowling Club photo handed in to our
office?

This year Tesco Bathgate Community Champion’s
Chocolate Egg donations will be split between
Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Development Trust,
Jak’s Den, River Kids and West Lothian Youth
Action Project.
Thanks Tesco, I’m sure there will be lots of happy
children and young people in West Lothian!

We would be interested to know when this photo was
taken and if anyone knows who these winners are. They
certainly seem to have a fabulous number of cups and
awards between them!
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‘Funding follows the Child’ at
Sheephouse Nursery
There’s some exciting changes happening at Sheephouse. From August they will be able to offer 1140
fully funded hours per year for every child under the Government’s new Early Learning and Childcare
(ELC) initiative. As a West Lothian Council partner provider Sheephouse currently offer up to 1000
hours per year at no cost to parents. 1140 hours means that once a child is 3 they can benefit from two
full days, four half days or a combination of days for 51 weeks of the year – all at no cost to parents.
relationships, develop resilience, manage risk and gain
skills for life and learning which in turn supports their
transitions to school.
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Sheephouse works in partnership with West Lothian
Council to deliver the same curriculum for excellence
as their school nursery colleagues and they also have
access to the same support agencies to ensure they
meet the individual needs of all the children in their care.

One of the most important aspects of this new initiative
is that ‘Funding Follows the Child’. This means that
regardless of which village, town or local authority a
family lives in, children can access their fully funded
hours at a nursery of their choice, even if the setting is in
the next village or local authority area.
So, if you live in Fauldhouse, Longridge, Shotts, Harthill,
Forth, Breich, Whitburn, Bathgate or any other area of
Scotland, Sheephouse can offer up to 1140 hours of fully
funded (free) childcare!
Sheephouse offers warm and nurturing indoor and
outdoor environments for their children - supported by
experienced and engaged practitioners who understand
the importance of play in children’s learning. Their play
and learning opportunities are child-led – which allows
their children to develop in confidence, build strong

If you’d like to find out more about funded places
at Sheephouse then feel free to pop in, email
hello@sheephousenursery.co.uk or call 01501
770235 to find out more.
You can also find out more about the ELC
expansion at www.parentclub.scot/articles/
you-can-now-get-30-hours-childcare-weekthats-free-you

We would like newsletter contributions from YOU!

If you would like to contribute to the next issue of ‘Fauldhouse Together’, please contact us with
information you would like to share with everyone in Fauldhouse.
Maybe you could send us photographs of Fauldhouse (or someone inspiring from Fauldhouse) you think may
be of interest to your community?

Contact lesley.dunsmore@fauldhouse.org.uk
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Fauldhouse Pennies Pantry
Fauldhouse

PENNIES
PANTRY
Pennies Pantry is a part of a network of
community food clubs, membership based,
co-owned and controlled by members.
Pennies Pantry
• provides food security to those who
need it most,
• places communities at the heart of
decision-making about food provision
and choices,
• and reduces food waste in the UK
Pantries can provide support to people on a low income
or recovering from crisis. By helping people with food
costs, they are better able to manage other debts and
outgoings. They are also more able to afford to eat fresh
fruit and vegetables and try new things.

A Pennies Pantry is running in the Fauldhouse
Partnership Centre on Mondays between 11am
and 1pm and Thursdays from 10am to 12 noon.
The Fauldhouse Pennies Pantry is a partnership between
Fauldhouse Partnership Centre and West Lothian
Financial Inclusion Network and is run by Fauldhouse
volunteers.
Your local Pennies Pantry is part of a network of
community food clubs. They are membership based and
co-owned and controlled by their members.
Their objectives are to:• provide food security to those who need it most,
• place communities at the heart of decision-making
about food provision and choices and
• reduce food waste in the UK.
Pantries can also provide support to people on a low
income or recovering from crisis. By helping people with
their food costs, they are better able to manage other
debts and outgoings. They are also more able to afford to
eat fresh fruit and vegetables and try new things.
Membership is £1 for a single person/month and £2 for
a family/month. Membership benefits include access to
food in stock, access to support services and access to
workshops.

Pop in and have a look! Stock changes weekly.

Opening hours

Fauldhouse Partnership Centre
Monday 11am-1pm and Thursday 10am-12noon.

Membership

£1 for a single person per month and
£2 for a family per month.
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Membership benefits include access to food in stock,
access to support services and access to workshops.
Pennies Pantry has recently opened in
Fauldhouse Partnership Centre in partnership with
West Lothian Financial Inclusion Network and is
run by volunteers.

Dignity Boxes

Boxes filled with a selection of basic toiletries will be available from
The Hub, 10 Main Street from the end of March. This will allowing those in
need to take what they cannot afford or get access to without having to
ask or thank anyone.
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Fauldhouse Mining Tribute
Design Revealed

Photo: Ailsa Magnus, Billy Caulfield

It is with great delight that Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Community Development Trust are able to
reveal the proposed design for the mining tribute that is intended to be installed on the Village Green.

This project has been a long time coming with the original
idea dating back to 2016.
During 2019, the commissioned artists Ailsa Magnus and
Billy Caulfield delivered art workshops with several local
groups in Fauldhouse including the local primary schools.
These workshops helped to guide and inspire Ailsa and
Billy to produce the final design that is intended to be
installed on the Village Green.
The design takes the form of a series of silhouette figures
created in Corten A Steel. The figures are larger than life
size with pierced detail showing their facial features and
tools of the trade.
Two female figures front the piece. The women display
a “banner” pierced with the statement “Fauldhouse A
Community Built On Coal”.

The women represent the strong women who stood
alongside their men-folk during the miners’ strike of the
1980s. Three male figures are represented as if returning
home from a shift at the pit, tired but triumphant they
carry tools of their trade. A small boy looks on from the
side. A child from the past dressed in Victorian attire and
carrying his lamp to light the way.
The figures and banner have been designed to reflect
the mining heritage of Fauldhouse and to act as a bridge
between the past and present.

A planning application is being submitted and
subject to approval it is hoped that the final
sculpture will be installed later this year.

Donation thanks!
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The Hub have had very kind Fauldhouse
residents handing in some lovely Spring
donations, plus an ex resident donating from
5,000 miles away. Thank you all so much for
your kindness!
If you would also like to donate, these and all
other donations will be included in our Spring
activities.
Fauldhouse Together – Issue 44, Winter/Spring 2020
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Fauldhouse
and Breich Valley
Timebank

Timebank Organisational Partnerships

Did you know that The Hub’s Timebank has organisational partnerships?
The Timebank works with individuals, groups and organisations/
businesses. We have many partners that do wonderful work in and around
Fauldhouse, however, today I’d like to introduce you to a couple of new
partners that will be helping and supporting in Fauldhouse and Breich
Valley. Watch out for the work they do or are about to start. Welcome:• Neil’s Hugs Foundation,
• West Lothian Fresh Sunday Dinner Boxes (known as #SundayDinnerLady),
• Dignity Boxes
• and Carers of West Lothian

Fauldhouse Christmas Past!
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The generosity of people in Fauldhouse at Christmas 2019 was humbling. Christmas may have passed
but we want to give you some updates and feedback, you really should know just how amazing you all
are and what a difference you made to others in the village. Here’s a few photos and some figures just to
let you know we appreciate each and every one of you that contributed in any way. Thank you so much!

• 92 Christmas Hampers were given out to Fauldhouse residents.
• This fed and supported 302 people, from individuals who are lonely and isolated to families who needed a little
extra support at Christmas.
• £860 cash was donated, which we turned into local butchers vouchers to add with hampers.
• 134 people attended our free Community Christmas Dinner which we held at The Golf Club and all were served
with a 3-course meal, soft drinks and a Christmas cracker. Every child left with a raffle prize (and some lucky
adults too), a selection box, sparkly reindeer food and a visit from a very giant ‘Elf on the Shelf’, who kindly
donated enough books for every child. Of course, I must not forget to mention, Sharleen Charlton who got us all
singing the ‘12 Days of Christmas’, what fun we had!
• 36 people attended our Christmas Brunch.
• Some Christmas gifts were given to help large families.
• Funds were raised for the village Christmas tree, thanks again to all who raised and donated (see Issue 43,
Fauldhouse Together newsletter for further info).
• One of our volunteer pilots, Dave Huddlestone, braved the cold and took the Trishaw out to allow a family to
participate in their first ever Santa Parade.
• The Timebank’s ‘Christmas Team’ who volunteered their time to help make this possible.
• Finally, thank you again to each and every one that donated – you made a difference!
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Action on Poverty

706...

That’s the number of people that have needed extra
support from a foodbank in Fauldhouse and Breich
Valley in 2019. 303 were children and 457 adults. It’s
quite shocking numbers in this day and age.

West Lothian Fresh Sunday Dinner Boxes – These
are fresh products to enable you to cook a family dinner,
they are for families that are struggling and need food/
financial support. The boxes are provided free of charge
to those in need. However, the box itself costs £9 which
requires donations/sponsors in order to help people.
These boxes are already being distributed around West
Lothian including in the village. Our Timebank is now
working in partnership with the #SundayDinnerLady
and will be delivering around the village. People can
be nominated for a box or help by making a donation
by emailing: wlfreshdinnerboxes@gmail.com and you
can see the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
Sundaydinnerlady/
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Dignity Boxes – These are small boxes that are filled
with a selection of basic toiletries before being openly
placed in areas that are experiencing deprivation or a
high level of poverty. The aim of the boxes is ultimately
to promote self-worth and dignity by allowing those in
need to take what they cannot afford or get access to
without having to ask or thank anyone. Our Timebank will
be supporting this project, with a dignity box at The Hub
and is looking forward to seeing other locations doing
the same in the village. Barclay Medical Practice has
something similar in place.
Sadly, pockets of deprivation and poverty are
everywhere. Yes, that means it’s in your village too! There
is much we can do to help. As an individual, you may
be aware of a friend, family member or neighbour who is
having a particularly difficult time, on a very low income,
perhaps benefits have been changed or delayed, a
pensioner who needs a little extra heating during winter
but can’t afford it, they may be debating between heating
or food. As a village, all of the above is something to
look out for, there is help out there. Some initial points of
contact are shown on the back of our newsletter, you can
share this information which helps raise awareness. As
an organisation, The Hub (10 Main Street) is always
happy to help and to signpost in the right direction. Our
Timebank Co-ordinator has had meetings with various
people to further help and support the community. For
example:
Foodbank – The foodbank gives three days emergency
food to families and individuals in crisis within West
Lothian. Providing short term help while support agencies
put long term strategies in place. The nearest distribution
centre is currently Whitburn. However, after talks the
Foodbank has informed us, they would like to open a
foodbank distribution centre here in Fauldhouse. This will
all be confirmed shortly, watch this space! The Foodbank
also has a charity shop in Whitburn for clothing and other
items.
Pennies Pantry – Providing very low-cost food to help
those in need. It is based in Fauldhouse Partnership
Centre. It comes under West Lothian Financial Inclusion
Network and is run by volunteers.
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The School Bank – The aim of The School Bank is to
provide brand new school uniforms to children in families
who are experiencing financial hardship. They also
supply warm coats, shoes and other equipment required
for the school day. They operate on a referral basis. Any
organisation working directly with families can make a
referral request. They are currently working in partnership
with schools, West Lothian Council, the Citizens Advice
Bureau, Home-Start and The Advice Shop. They are
always looking for donations of new uniform which can
be dropped off to one of our drop off points, found in
most libraries/partnership centres around West Lothian.
For further info message the Facebook page or email:
enquiry@schoolbank-westlothian.org
Kids in Need Shop Fauldhouse – The charity shop is
set up to help families throughout Scotland that needs
assistance with clothing and general baby products. It is
in effect a free charity shop designed to help anyone that
needs it. This is based in the Fauldhouse Market Place.
Financial & Family Support – The Bridge Project (the
last Friday of every month at The Hub from 12-1pm),
West Lothian Council - The Advice Shop, Citizens Advice
Bureau, West Lothian Financial Inclusion Network, Social
Security, Home-Start, Carers of West Lothian, Kidzeco,
Health Visitors, West Lothian Family Support Team,
Sure-Start, Charity Shops, St John the Baptist Parish
Church, St Andrew’s Parish Church, the Salvation Army
and finally local Hub’s and Community Centre’s are
always happy to offer advice and signposting to the right
person.
Fauldhouse Together – Issue 44, Winter/Spring 2020

Jane McColl, Senior Services Coordinator for The Cyrenians OPAL Service was delighted to be
invited to The Hub for their Christmas Brunch event, happy to see so many local people enjoying
the company of others and of course the fabulous breakfast provided.
Jane said, “Thank you for inviting me
Even though Jane’s a local girl, until then hadn’t had the opportunity to visit
to your Christmas event. It was great
The Hub and to see all the amazing things that go on! The Timebank board
to meet everyone and find out more
was incredible and the number of people giving their time and sharing their
about The Hub and what’s going on
skills was truly inspiring.
in the community.
On the subject of sharing, Jane would like to make the community aware of
Wishing you all the very best for
the Opal Service to ensure that everyone has access to their information to
2020”.
pass on.
What do OPAL do?
The aim of OPAL is to work with people aged 60+ to build up their
confidence, enabling them to socialise, get out more, try new things,
re-connect with their community and generally enjoy life.
• We provide volunteers who are matched with an older person,
visiting at home or, when possible, going out somewhere. The
volunteer offers company, a friendly face and a listening ear.
• For people who are less able to get out of the house, we have
telephone befrienders who will call for a chat every week at an
agreed time.
• We have 14 social & activity groups running throughout West
Lothian. The Fauldhouse group is held in Blackfaulds Court and
is open to non-residents. The group is held weekly, Wednesdays
2pm to 4pm. There is no need to book, just turn up!

The Cyrenians office is
based in Bathgate, in
the precinct (27 George
Street). The service covers
the whole of West Lothian.
If you know someone
who is over 60 and would
benefit from one of our
services please contact
them on 01506 815 815
or email janemccoll@
cyrenians.scot

Fauldhouse Links group
The Fauldhouse Links group was set-up by F&BV CDT’s Timebank Coordinator to help link the
local community through working partnerships, sharing of information and communications, all
with an aim to do the best for the village.
Since the group has been set up there has been a noted increase in improved village partnership work and
communications.
Managers and representatives from organisations within the village include, ourselves F&BV CDT, Eastfield
Development Centre, Fauldhouse Partnership Centre, the two local primary schools, Sheephouse Nursery, Bield,
Crofthead Care Home, St Andrew’s Church, St John the Baptist Parish Church, Salvation Army, WLC Regeneration
Officer, Local Medical Practices and Health Visitor.
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The Hub
Community
Calendar
Check out Fauldhouse
and Breich Valley
CDT’s Community
Calendar at
www.fauldhouse.org.
uk/fcdtevents
It has a selection of
events and activities on
at The Hub and a variety
of events taking place
in Fauldhouse over the
coming months.
If you want to ensure
your organisation’s event
is listed on the website
please phone 01501
773 699 or email lesley.
dunsmore@fauldhouse.
org.uk

Why not support your local charity?
Join Fauldhouse and Breich Valley
Community Development Trust!
Membership of the Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Community Development Trust can
show your commitment to helping us deliver positive, sustainable improvements to
your village.
Whether your commitment extends to being simply a supporter of the charity or you want
to get more involved in our events and activities, your membership is very important to us.
Please complete the form below and join up today.
I wish to join the Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Community Development Trust
Please return your details to F&BV CDT, The Hub, 10 Main Street, Fauldhouse, EH47 9HX
Name:

Email:

Address:

Would you be interested in becoming a volunteer with the
F&BV CDT?
Yes/No

Postcode:
Tel:

Would you be happy for us to contact you about any up
and coming events?
Yes/No

All the data we hold is gathered and managed in strict accordance with General Data Protection Regulation 2018. Your personal data will be
treated as strictly confidential, and will be shared only with other organisations to comply with a legitimate interest or a legal obligation ie OSCR or
funders. You can update or have your data removed from our records at any time by sending an e-mail to info@fauldhouse.org.uk
Fauldhouse Together – Issue 44, Winter/Spring 2020

page 11

Useful contacts

At The Hub

Scottish Police:
In an emergency call 999
To report a crime call 101

Opening hours

Whitburn Police Station:
01501 740 222
Safety advice from the
Scottish Fire & Rescue:
0800 169 0320
West Lothian Foodbank:
01501 229 307
The Food Train:
01506 413 013
West Lothian
Financial Inclusion Network:
01501 771 775
Advice Shop Bathgate:
01506 283 000
CAB West Lothian
01506 432 977 or 431 061 (appts)
Fauldhouse
Partnership Centre:
01501 773 000
West Lothian Council:
01506 280 000
Doctors’ Surgeries:
Lanrigg Medical Practice
01501 773 045
Barclay Medical Practice
01501 773 020
Fauldhouse Health
Centre Line:
01501 773 046
Dentist:
01501 773 032

Funders:

The Hub is open Mondays–Thursdays from 8.45am to 4.30pm
and Fridays from 8.45am to 3pm (plus evenings/weekends
as/if required).

Fauldhouse Art Group are at The Hub on Mondays from

1.45–3.45pm. New members welcome.

Timebank ‘Sewing With Sandra’ Group at The Hub on
Wednesdays from 10.30am–12pm.

Take a Break Craft Group are at The Hub on Wednesdays
from 1–3pm. New members always welcome.

The Fauldhouse Footers leave from The Hub every Thursday
at 10am. Local walks are moderate and suit most abilities.

Blackburn, Seafield & District Credit Union are at The Hub
every Friday from 12noon–1pm.

Bridge Money Advice Service are at The Hub on the last

Friday of the month from 12noon – 1pm.
For more information contact 01506 238 980.

WLSEN (West Lothian Social Enterprise Network) have

their office upstairs in The Hub. See www.wlsen.org.uk for details
or tel: 01501 773 659
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